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Library System Named as a 2009 Library of Distinction
and BHS Librarian Honored as Emerging Leader

The Beachwood City Schools library system has been named a 2009 Library of 
Distinction by the Ohio Educational Library Media Association (OELMA). Beachwood 
was one of only two districts recognized in the State of Ohio during an awards assembly 
held on Friday, October 23. 

This award honors Beachwood for its noteworthy school library media centers’ 
achievement in accordance with the following criteria: 
  • Library media specialists’ growth and advancement in instruction, participation in  
 curriculum development, and integration of instructional technology. 
  • Motivate students to “Become critical thinkers and life-long learners, who can locate,  
 process, evaluate, synthesize, and utilize information.” 
  • Continually work to meet the diverse needs of the students and faculty. 
  • Collaborate with the local public libraries, college libraries, and other types of  
 libraries in the area.
  • Create a fully-automated online library system that has areas geared for individual  
 school users.

“The library media center constitutes the hub of learning in a school. Its resources 
enable learners to gather, process, and communicate information. Such skills are critical for 
today’s students,” commented Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt. “In Beachwood, 
we are fortunate that the community provides the schools with the necessary resources 
to sustain our buildings’ excellent libraries.”

In addition, Jennifer Flaherty, a Beachwood High School library media specialist, 
was selected and honored by OELMA at the awards ceremony as one of six recipients for 
the 2009 Emerging Leader Award. This award honors recipients who have recently taken 
on a leadership role within their school. Flaherty's support of Beachwood library media 
specialists and school library media programs has been exceptional and Beachwood is 
proud that she is recognized for her continuing efforts.

Jennifer Flaherty, 2009 Emerging 
Leader Award recipient.

Left to right: Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Markwardt, 
Board of Education President 
Dr. Brian Weiss, Bryden 
and Hilltop Library Assistant 
Fran Bleiweiss, Bryden 
Library Media Specialist 
Shahnyn Moody-Benedict, 
BMS Library Media Specialist 
Julie Ungier, Hilltop Librarian 
Michele Soeder, BHS Library 
Assistant Paige Dudley, BHS 
Library Media Specialist  
Jennifer Flaherty and 
Former BHS Library Media 
Specialist Jennifer Schwelik. 
Not pictured: BMS Library 
Assistant Victoria Lefelhocz 
and former BMS Library Media 
Specialist Karon Lippincott. 
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that this interest comes from the fact that 
Ms. Shuling Tai is teaching the class. I have 
observed Ms. Tai and it is apparent that she 
has a true passion for teaching the Chinese 
language to her students.” 

Tai is even engaging staff with her passion 
for Chinese. BMS Math Teacher Barb 
Urbanski takes Tai’s  seventh grade class 
during her prep period to learn and later 
teach math concepts in Chinese. Urbanski 
nominated Tai for her achievement award 
and expressed, “Ms. Tai goes out of her 
way to encourage students to take Chinese. 
She has taken the time to make numerous 
recordings on Blackboard so students can 
hear the correct pronunciation of radicals, 
phrases, and songs. As a student in the class, 
I do all of the homework and take all of the 
exams -- it can be very difficult. My progress 
is "hěn hǎo (very good).” 

Beachwood students also had a chance 
to showcase their experiences and skill 
sets. BHS Chinese Level 2 and 3 Students 
Christina Phelps, Sam Felman, Graham 
Gobieski, and Louis Rosenbaum performed 
at the honorary celebration by singing “Xiao 
Wei,” a Chinese love song for the Confucius 
Institute. Rounding out the ceremony, 
Chelsea Beytas, a junior, spoke about her 
experience in Chinese Bridge, the study 
abroad program that was sponsored in part 
by Hanban and the U.S. Confucius Institutes. 
“Participants stayed in Beijing for four 
days. I visited the Forbidden City, Temple 
of Heaven, the Great Wall of China, and the 
Beijing Zoo. I participated in this program 
because I wanted to better understand the 
Chinese culture and language. I had been 
taking Chinese for four years and this was 
the perfect opportunity to use the Chinese 
that I knew.” 

Communications Director
Michelle Burgess, 464-2600
mwb@beachwoodschools.org

Chinese Program and Teacher Honored
by Confucius Institute
On Monday, October 26, the Beachwood 

City School District was honored at the 
2009 Official Hanban Recognition and 
Teacher Appreciation Celebration, hosted 
by the Confucius Institute at Cleveland 
State University, for “the continued effort 
in advancing the Chinese language program 
throughout the district.” Chinese has been 
offered at BMS and BHS since 2005 with 
all sixth graders having the opportunity 
to take Chinese in a six-week unified arts 
rotation and continuing on through high 
school with this year’s new AP Chinese 
offering. Beachwood was awarded $1,250 for 
purchases of Chinese instructional materials 
to continue to advance the program.

Ms. Shuling Tai, a BMS Chinese 
teacher since 2007, was recognized for 
her achievement “To effectively promote 
student excellence through benevolent and 
innovative teaching methods that actively 
engage students in learning.” Since the 
program’s inception, student enrollment 
has jumped from 15 BMS students to this 
fall’s enrollment of 41 students. Principal 
Linda LoGalbo attests, “It is my belief 

Back: Math Teacher Barb Urbanski, 
front (left to right): 7th graders Khaleel 
Orloff, Hannah Firestone and Max Balazs 
along with their teacher Shuling Tai.

Chelsea Beytas stands on the Great 
Wall of China during her study abroad trip.
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The Green Dream team, under the direction of BHS Marketing 
Teacher Greg Perry, presented a display at the Student Achievement 
Fair that highlighted how they created one of Ohio’s biggest eco-
friendly showcase events that took place the last two years and 
will again take place on April 16, 2010. They also discussed this 
year’s Beachwood t-shirt marketing initiative that has inspired a 
city to “Come together...one shirt at a time.” 

Left to right: Marketing and Green Dream Teacher Greg 
Perry and Seniors Hillary Sadler, CEO and Dan Volosov, vice 
president of communications at their showcase booth in Columbus.

Battelle for Kids and State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Deb Delisle presented Beachwood, one of only five Ohio school 
districts, with the 2009 SOAR Award for Significant Progress 
on Monday, November 9. These annual awards are designed 
to acknowledge Ohio districts participating in SOAR, Battelle 
for Kids’ school improvement collaborative, for their academic 

Beachwood One of Five Schools in State Honored
for Academic Progress by Battelle for Kids

Beachwood was fortunate to have two groups of students invited 
to present and host displays at the 54th annual Ohio School Boards 
Association (OSBA) Capital Conference and Trade Show held at 
the Greater Columbus Convention Center in downtown Columbus 
held November 8-11. 

More than 10,000 people attended 
this year’s conference, which included 
over 100 sessions of panel discussions, 
workshops, one-on-one assistance and 
nationally renowned speakers addressing 
a variety of educational issues.

“As students at Beachwood High School, 
we work together to promote safety at 
our school events," stated Junior David 
Silver, a presenter at the OSBA Captial 
Conference. Silver, Superintendent Dr. 

Richard Markwardt and Attorney Jennifer Hoehnen from Brinda 
McIntyre & Seed LLP presented at the Issues Surrounding School 
Drug, Alcohol Testing seminar. In the spring of 2009, Beachwood 
Student Council members Marla Lipsyc, Lauren Lipsyc, Ananya 
Marathe, Nate Sheridan, David Silver, Taryn Weiss and Louis 
Rosenbaum proactively started a breathalyzer initiative that was 
later supported and adopted as a Beachwood Board of Education 
policy. The presentation showcased the process of turning students’ 
efforts into a board policy that would allow administrators the right to 
test students who were under the suspicion of alcohol consumption. 

progress in multiple grade levels and subjects over the last school 
year (2008–2009). The Beachwood City School District is among  
the top 5 percent of districts (out of 93 eligible SOAR districts) 
making exceptional growth with their students. 

“We are pleased to recognize each of these districts for their 
extraordinary progress with students,” said Jim Mahoney, executive 
director, Battelle for Kids. “Their progress reminds us that students 
come to school at many different places in their academic achievement, 
but what’s important is that educators take them to higher ground. 
And these schools and districts have taken their students to much 
higher ground.”

Each district was evaluated on five criteria during the 2008-2009 
school year, including: a minimum of six indicators of effectiveness; 
above average growth; consistency in school effects across grades 
and subjects; above average school effects on common state-
administered tests; and minimal negative school effects. 

Left to right: Battelle for Kids Executive Director Jim 
Mahoney, Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt, Beachwood 
Board of Education President Dr. Brian Weiss, Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Philip Wagner and State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Deb Delisle. 

Beachwood Students Invited to Present at OSBA Capital Conference

Junior David Silver
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• Divorce
• Dissolution
• Child Support
• Child Custody
• Domestic Abuse

For the Complex Legal Issues 
In Today’s Complex World.

Alice Rickel & Associates
Attorneys at Law

3690 Orange Place • Suite 440 • Beachwood • 216-831-1434

Earnest Hemingway once said that a short story could be written in just six words.
His six-word memoir was, “For Sale: Baby Shoes. Never worn.” On October 20, 

all Beachwood Middle School (BMS) students celebrated National Day of Writing in 
their language arts classes. Students created six-word memoirs and displayed them on 
the path to BHS using sidewalk chalk and ended the day’s events with an assembly to 
celebrate writing. 

Here are a few memoirs:

My brain is a thick dictionary.
– Rachel Lubinger, 8th grade

Success or succeed, no other options.
– Inkyu Kim, 6th grade

When I sleep the world awakens.
– Wendy Pineda-Gonzalez, 7th grade 

BMS Students Speak Volumes with Few Words

Life is hard. Deal with it.
– Cameron Mack, 7th grade

 Life gives you candy, take it. 
– Dzheyla (Jessica) Solomonova, 
7th grade

For sale: New brains never used.
– Ted Sender, 7th grade

During halftime at the Beachwood High School football game 
(vs. Hawken), Saturday, October 31, Michael Friedman of Ganley 
Volkswagen and Subaru presented a $1,500 check to Robert 
Marks, Boosters vice president, to benefit the Beachwood 
Boosters.

“I believe in giving back to the community, and regularly 
have sales promotions that benefit various organizations.” 

Friedman said. “It feels good to give back.”
Throughout the month of December, Friedman will have Coats 

for Kids drop-off areas at his dealerships. On December 12, he is donating 
$100 to Coats for Kids for each car sold, and encourages you to come in and see him!

Ganley Donates $1,500 to Beachwood Boosters

Success or succeed,
no other options.


